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would now stand her in good stead. What if she w.ere to
go to the Temple here and perform a service of thanksgiving
for her safe journey to the Capital ?' Bugo no Suke made
enquiries in the neighbourhood and found out that one of
the Five Abbots, a very holy man with whom Shoni had
been well acquainted, was still alive. He obtained an
interview with the old priest and arranged that Tamakatsura
should be allowed to visit the Temple.

After this they visited a succession of holy places. At
last Bugo no Suke suggested a pilgrimage to the Temple
of the Hasegawa Kwannon. ' There is no deity in Japan/
he said,' who has in recent times worked so many miracles
as this Goddess of Hatsuse. I am told that the fame of
her shrine has spread even to China,1 and far off though
Tsukushi is, I know that Lady Tamakatsura has for years
past been deeply interested in the achievements of this
Divinity and shown an exemplary piety towards her. I
believe that a visit to Hatsuse would do more for our young
lady than anything else/ It was decided that, to give it
a greater significance, the pilgrimage should be made on
foot and, despite her great age and infirmity, the old nurse
would not be left behind. Tamakatsura, wholly unused to
such experiences, felt scared and wretched as, pilgrims in
front and behind, she tramped wearily on, turning to right
or left when she was bid, but otherwise too deeply buried
in her own thoughts to notice what went on around her.
What had she done, she asked herself over and over again,
to deserve this downtrodden existence ? And as she dragged
foot after foot along the dusty road she prayed earnestly

1 There is a story in Japan that the wife of the Chinese Emperor Hsi
Tsung (874-888 A.D.) was so ugly that she was nicknamed ' Horse-head/
In obedience to a dream she turned to the East and prayed to the
Kwannon of Hasegawa in Japan. Instantly there appeared before her
a figure carrying Kwannon's sacred water-vessel. He dashed the water
over kex face and she became the most beautiful woman in China.